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story of Husain is chanted, and when the singers
pause for breath the company breaks into a chorus
of lamentation.
Only men and boys attend these gatherings*
The women remain in the harem. The story is
told to them there, and they echo the lamenta-
tions that they hear outside. All alike are filled
with a strange emotional excitement which has a
peculiar fascination for the impressionable Oriental
It does not appeal, however, to the practical
European, who sees in it only the picturesque*
The colour and noise, the glittering tinsel of the
tabuts, and the chanting of the story make it a
scene never to be forgotten* The procession has
passed along the road for centuries without a break
and with an unchanging ritual It will continue
to pass each year as long as a beneficent Govern-
ment protects the religious liberties of its Mtiham-
madan subjects* Many were the riots that these
processions caused before the reign of law and
order was established by the British,
At the end of the commemoration the tabuts
are taken away from the halls and cast into some
tank or piece of water, In carrying them to their
destination the Muhammadans sometimes have to
pass a Hindu temple* The presence of Muslims